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REMARKS 

The Office Action mailed October 19, 2004 has been received and carefully tuned. The 
following remarks are submitted as a full and complete response thereto. 

No extension of time is believed to be required based upon the filing of this Amendment 
prior to the deadline of the three-month statutory period (i.e., January 1 9, 2004). Authorization 
is granted to charge counsel's Deposit Account No. 01-2300, referencing Attorney Docket No. 
107156-00095, for any additional fees necessary for entry of this Amendment. 

Claims 1 -8 have been amended. Applicants submit that the amendments made herein are 
fully supported in the Specification and (he drawings, as originally filed, and therefore no new 
matter has been introduced. Accordingly, claims 1-9 arc pending in the present application and 
arc respectfully submitted for reconsideration. 

Thc title of the invention stands objected to for an informality. The title has been 
amended in response to the Examiner's objection, and it is submitted that the title, as amended, 
complies with 37 C-F.K. § 1 .72(a). The objection is respectfully traversed and reconsideration is 
requested. 

Claim 1 stands objeded to because of an informality. Specifically, the Examiner 
objected to the claim language "read/write" The claim has been amended in response to the 
Examiner's objection, and it is submitted that the claim, as amended, is patentable and in 
condition for allowance. The objection is respectfully traversed and reconsideration is requested. 
Further, claims 2-8 have been similarly amended. Entry of these amendments is respectfully 
requested. 
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Claims 1-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by, or in the 
alternative under 35 U.S.C. g 1 03(a) as unpatentable over, the Aoki patent (U.S. Patent No. 
6,553,532) with Official Notice, or under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by the Aoki 
patent. Dependent claims 2-6 and 8 depend from independent claims 1 and 7, respectively. The 
rejections are respectfully traversed and reconsideration is requested. 

The Aoki patent is directed to an apparatus and method for recording on a disk medium 
and reproducing information therefrom. The Aoki patent discloses, in pertinent part, detection 
and correction of a specific wrong error correction code (ECC) block after a power supply 
interruption. Specifically, when there occurs an interruption of power supply during 
reproduction of data, portions of data assigned to the ECC block may have been recorded on 
former sectors in the ECC block while other portions of the data may have fail to be recorded on 
latter sectors therein. As a result, the ECC block becomes a wrong ECC block in which a user 
data piece and an ECC information piece are inconsistent with each other, (col. S\ Is. 54 65) 
The Aoki patent provides, where power supply is turned on after interruption of power supply 
terminates, detecting a specified RCC block from information stored in the nonvolatile memory, 
the specified ECC block being adversely affected by the interruption of power supply during the 
recording of data on the disk; generating one of a reproducing command and a verify command 
for at least one sector of the specified ECC block; reproducing data from the specified ECC 
block on the disk in response to the command; determining whether the reproduction succeeds or 
fails; and in cases where reproduction has railed, recording data on a whole of the specified ECC 
block to convert the specified ECC block into a normal ECC block, (col. 2, 1. 61 - col. 3, I. 9) It 
is respectfully submitted that the Aoki patent does not disclose or suggest the information read 
and write apparatus mid method, as claimed in the present invention. 
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In the Office Action* the Examiner acknowledged that the Aoki patent docs not 
specifically mention that the source of the information to be recorded is from a first information 
storage medium. However, in making the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102, the Examiner noted 
that such first information storage medium is "inherently present", i.e., "the source information 
must be from a record source.*' The Examiner further noted that delecting means, determination 
means and control means were also inherently present. 

It is submitted that the Aoki patent neither discloses nor suggests the detcclor means, 
determination means and control means as claimed in the present invention, and that such 
features are not inherently present in the cited reference, as relied upon by the Examiner. Rather, 
ihe Aoki patent merely discloses, in pertinent part, detecting a s pecified RCC block a fter power 
is restored afte r an i nterruption of power , determining whether the specified ECC block is a 
wrong ECC block and converting the wrong ECC block to a normal ECC block. Such does not 
disclose or suggest the information read and write apparatus and method, as claimed in the 
present invention. 

In contrast to the Aoki patent, the present invention discloses, in part, detecting an 
interruption of at least any one of a read operation of the read device and a write operation of the 
write device in the course of writing the program information by the write device; dctcr mioiofi a 
write status of progra m inf ormation on the sec ond information storage medium at t he time of the 
jmeiTup ttOM, when the dete cto r means has detected the interruption ; and controlling the read 
device and the write device, upon restarting writing the program information by the write device 
and in response to the write status determined by the determination means, to continue a write 
operation on the second information storage medium from the program information to be read 
subsequent to the program information at the lime of the interruption or to perform a rewrite 
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operation on the second information storage medium from the program information at the time of 
(he interruption. By virtue of the present invention having these features as claimed, it is 
possible to provide an improved information read and write apparatus, method and program 
storage medium storing a read and write procedure program which allows a computer to perform 
the read and write processing that requires only a simple operation to continue high-quality 
reading and writing of the program information subsequent to the most recently written program 
information at an interruption caused by a power failure or the like during the course of the 
previous read and write operation. This in turn serves to improve opcrnbility and provide high- 
quality read and write operations, thereby ensuring a continuity between the program 
information stored prior to the interruption and the program information stored subsequent to the 
interruption. 

In other words, the present invention is so constituted that when power supply 
interruption is eliminated and recording of program information is to be continued, it is possible 
to continue the information recording so as to ensure a continuity between the program 
information stored prior to the interruption and the program information stored subsequent to the 
interruption, without requiring cumbersome manual operations. Since a write status is 
determined (i.e., judged) at the time of po wer supply interruption , it is possible to quickly restart 
recording or reproducing in accordance with the write status at this time. Whereas, in the Aoki 
patent, a confirmation of whether data has been normally recorded in an ECC block is performed 
on 'y aflcr power supply is turned on s u bsequ ent to a p ower i nterruption. Since, according to the 
Aoki patent, neither recording nor reproducing can be performed until the confirmation is 
finished, it is impossible to quickly continue the recording or reproducing of the program 
information even if the power supply interruption has been elim inated. Thus, the Aoki patent 
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docs not reach the object of the present invention. Accordingly, the Aoki patenl tails to disclose 
or suggest the information read and write apparatus and method, as claimed. 

In making the rejections under 35 U.S.C § 103(a), the Examiner took "Official Notice" 
of "duplicating systems, processes in which a mother source (record medium) provides the 
information to be recorded onto a duplicatc/slavc/child/clonc, etc." The Examiner proceeded to 
reason that it would have been obvious to "modify the base system of Aoki with the well-known 
ability of having a 'mother' source as the source of information in a duplicating apparatus as 
providing the input for subsequent recording upon duplicates, copies. Motivation is to provide an 
appropriate source of incoming information/' 

The Official Notice taken of "duplicating systems" and the alleged combination of such 
notice with the Aoki patent are respectfully traversed because no reference was provided in 
support of the forgoing assertions. A citation to a prior art reference to support such Official 
Notice and alleged combination is respectfully requested. Even were such Official Notice taken, 
it is submitted that the alleged combination docs not disclose or suggest the present invention as 
claimed. 

Based upon the forgoing. Applicants respectfully submit that the features recited within 
independent claims 1 and 7 arc neither disclosed nor suggested by the Aoki patent, and therefore 
are patentable and in condition for allowance. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

It is further submitted that dependent claims 2*6 and 8 are also patentable and in 
condition for allowance due to their dependency upon independent claims 1 and 7, respectively, 
since the dependent claims differ in scope from the corresponding parent claims. Dependent 
claims 2-6 depend from independent claim 1 and dependent claim 7 depends from independent 
claim 8, and thus are further limited to additional features of the invention. Therefore, it is 
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respectfully submitted thai the dependent claims are patentable over the Aoki patent for at least 
the reasons set forth above with respect to independent claims I and 7. Reconsideration is 
requested. 

Claim 9 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable under the Aoki 
patent with Official Notice, The rejection is respectfully traversed and reconsideration is 
requested. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner acknowledged That the Aoki patent does not 
speci fically mention but implies that "there is appropriate set of instructions for the system to 
follow the How chart of figures 2 & 3." However, in making the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a), the Examiner took Official Notice of "storage mediums (such as floppy discs) for storing 
a set of instructions/' The Examiner proceeded to reason that it would have been obvious to 
"modify the base system of Aoki and provide for a program record medium having therein the 
set of instructions to perform the operation outlined/discussed as designated in the flow charts of 
figures 2 & 3. Motivation is to provide for a source/set of instructions as either a back up, or as 
the original - commonly used in systems such as any system using a set of MICROSOFT TM 
instructions." 

The Official Notice taken of "storage mediums (such as floppy discs) for storing a set of 
instructions* 1 and the alleged combination of such notice with the Aoki patent arc respectfully 
traversed as no reference was provided in support of the forgoing assertions. A citation to a prior 
art reference to support such Official Notice and alleged combination is respectfully requested. 
Kvcn were such Official Notice taken, it is submitted that such alleged combination would not 
disclose or suggest the present invention as claimed. 
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Willi reference lo the above arguments concerning independent claims 1 and 7. it is 
further submitted that the Aoki patent does not disclose or suggest the content of independent 
claim 9, namely, a program storage medium storing a read and write procedure program to allow 
a computer to perform read and write operations for reading one or more pieces of program 
information stored on a first information storage medium and writing the program information 
onto a second information storage medium, the read and write procedure program comprising 
the procedure steps of detecting an interruption of any one of the read operation and the write 
operation; detemiining a write stat u s of program i nf ormation on th e second informatio n storage 
mediu m at the lime , of the interr u ption when th e interruption has been delected : and upon 
restarting the write operation and in response to the write status determined, continuously 
performing a write operation on the second information storage medium iixmi program 
information to be read subsequent to the program information at the time of the interruption, or 
performing a rewrite operation on the second information storage medium from the program 
in formation at the time of the interruption. Rather, as noted in the forgoing, the Aoki patent 
merely discloses detect ing a specified ECC block a fter power is restored after a n in terruption of 
power, determining whether the specified ECC block is a wrong ECC block and converting the 
wrong ECC block to a normal ECC block. Such does not disclose or suggest the program 
storage medium storing the read and write procedure claimed in the present invention. 
Accordingly, the Aoki patent fails lo disclose or suggest the program storage medium storing the 
read and write procedure of the present invention. 

Based upon the forgoing. Applicants respectfully submit that the features recited within 
independent claim 9 are neither disclosed nor suggested by the Aoki patent, and therefore are 
patentable and in condition for allowance. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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If for any reason the Examiner determines that the application is not now in condition for 
allowance, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact the Applicant's undersigned 
counsel at the telephone number, indicated below, to arrange for an interview to expedite the 
disposition of this application. 

Dated: January 1 8. 2005 Respectfully submitted, 




MarylccJerfkins 
Registration No. 37,645 
Attorney for Applicants 

Customer No. 004372 
ARENT FOX, PLLC 
1 675 Broadway 
New York, New York 10019 
Tel: (212)484-3928 
Fax: (212)484-3990 

MU/my 
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